Studies on maternal mortality in Mexico.
The sociocultural, psychological, and medical effects of maternal death are described and analyzed for the purpose of appraising the value of the given death as a measure of the quality of medical care. The work of the Maternal Mortality Committee of the Hospital de Gineco-Obstetetricia No. 1 of the Mexican Social Security Institute over its three years of operation and some results on responsiblity for death and its possible predictabilty are presented. The results show that it is necessary to broaden the Committee's functions in a social, professional, and institutional context so that the indicated factors may be objectively assessed and also that the Committee be transformed into a dynamic organism that will contribute to solving the problem. Recommendations for the operation of the Maternal Mortality Committees are given.